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Serving Parents, Staff and Students of Watertown Catholic School December 2022 

Our Mission 

O ffering a Christ-
centered education that 

develops the academics, 
morals and values needed 
for students to reach their 
full potential in this world 
and the next. 
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“Where students grow 

in faith, knowledge, 

and service to others” 

 

by Principal Sherry Harms 

D ecember is a special month of holiday blessings and 
cheer. We wish our WCS families a happy and holy 

Advent and Christmas season. May you and yours find 
peace in the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, and 
may you carry Him in your hearts throughout the year. 
Peace to all! 

We began our preparation for Christmas with Advent beginning on Sunday, 
November 27. We will continue our weekly Advent 
prayer services this year. We wait for the birth of Jesus, 
who came to show us the Father’s love. We wait for 
him to be born again in our hearts, our classrooms, and 
our homes as the light of the World. We prayed for 
God to be our guiding light through His Son’s likeness 
and to spread light throughout the world.  We ask God 
to help us illuminate people’s lives with our daily 
actions rooted in goodness and forgiveness. 

Advent is our time to become more involved; more caught up in the meaning and 
the possibilities of life as a Christian community.  I 
took this sentence from an article on faith and 
leadership that I read:  As this year has proved; it 
takes the gifts of the whole church for us to be the 
church.   

Again, I wish you all a blessed and Holy Advent 
season.  Be well and stay safe! 

Watertown Campus Connection 
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*The “true love” mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas” does not 
refer to a romantic couple, but the Catholic Church’s code for God. The person 
who receives the gifts represents someone who has accepted that code. For 
example, the “partridge in a pear tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves” 
represent the Old and New Testaments. (Per Collins, Ace. Stories Behind the 
Great Traditions of Christ-mas. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003.)  
 
*James Pierpont's 1857 song Jingle Bells was first called One 
Horse Open Sleigh and was written for Thanksgiving.  
 
*In Germany, Heiligabend, or Christmas Eve, is said to be a 
magical time when the pure in heart can hear animals talking.  
 

*Do you know why we say the Twelve Days of Christmas? It 
is believed that it took the 3 kings 12 days to find baby Jesus. 

December 

H&S Meeting 

T he next H&S Meeting will be 
Tuesday, December 13th at 

6:30 p.m. at the St. Henry campus. 
Please contact the school office with 
any questions. Hope to see you 
there!  

Fun Christmas Facts 
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S econd grade is always full of energy and excitement. We love learning and 
moving. We are being introduced to various games and activities to help 

foster a positive learning environment. 
 
We love practicing spelling through group games and using our bodies to help 
us remember words, spelling patterns, and rules.  
 
We had a great time 
reading our chapter 

books in small reading groups. We were able to talk about world records, 
how to capture escaped cockroaches, what we would do if we had a pig for 
a pet, or what we would do if we found someone in our house who didn’t 
belong.  
 
Math has had us using manipulatives as much as we can. We are using 
base ten blocks to help us with place value and ways to show numbers. 
Soon we will be moving on to adding two-digit numbers.  I can’t wait to 
see their excitement over this new challenge.  

 
In science, we finished up our matter unit. It was fun learning about how 
atoms move when they are a solid, liquid, or gas. It was fun thinking and 
learning about how objects can change, be described, and create something 
new.  
 
In religion, we are focusing on our Reconciliation prep in our Blessed books. 
These books are so engaging with their pictures and words. The students are 
loving the program and can’t wait to receive this amazing gift from God. 
Father Michael has been a great asset to the students. He has been helping 
them gain new knowledge and insights every week in our talks with him. 

Second grade loves when Fr. Michael or Fr. Vince stop in to 
talk and help us learn more. Second grade will receive First 
Reconciliation February 4, 2023.  
 
Thank you so much to all who help us have a wonderful 
school! It is so amazing to be a part of this Catholic environ-
ment, see the growth that has been made this school year and 
the love of Jesus at work in our buildings.  
 
May God bless you this school year and holiday season!  

HomeLights 

Grade 2 News  
by Mrs. Anderson, 2nd Grade Teacher 
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T he fourth grade class has been enjoying a year filled with new adventures! It’s 
hard to believe they’ve already completed their first trimester of the year, and that 

we’re rapidly approaching Christmas! There is so much excitement in the air! 

Our most recent focus in religion class has been on learning about the Mass more in 
depth. We’re going through the various parts of the Mass and focusing on both the 
prayers and the actions, and why they are important. We also listen to a Saint Story 

podcast each day, meeting many of the heroes of our Catholic faith. We have also 
been spending time each week reading Bible stories to learn more about Salvation 
History--the students often cheer when they realize it’s Bible Story Friday! 

In social studies class fourth grade spent the first part of the year studying the regions 
of the USA. They will keep reviewing the states and capitals all year long. We have moved on, though, to studying the state of 
Wisconsin. I know many of them are excited to learn about our own home after “traveling” the country! We will learn about 

the geography of our beautiful state, and the history of Wisconsin!  

The students are working at becoming stronger readers, and on making connections and using reading comprehension 
strategies. We started the year reading Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, which everyone enjoyed! Then we moved on to the 
book Fish in a Tree, which is a story with many themes, including finding your own strengths, supporting the people around 

you, and being a good friend. The fourth graders have made incredible connections and 
have had fantastic discussions about these topics and others. We’re also having a short 
unit to practice a skit, Blame it on the Wolf, which incorporates surprising twists and 

turns in several fairy tales! (Bonus–it’s really funny!) We’ll be moving on to more 
novels later in the year, putting our reading skills to work as we dig into the stories!  

The class also spends time writing each week, as well as revising their “masterpieces”. 

They started the year writing personal narratives, and will soon be moving on to 
opinion essays, research reports, and fictional stories. Most of our writing lessons are 
focused on revising our work and making our writing better–such an important skill! 

They also spend some time each week doing shorter creative writing assignments–
which are typically very entertaining to 

read! 

In math class the students spend time reviewing skills each day, while also 
learning new skills. This year some of the new things they’ll learn include 
working with fractions, multiplying by one and two digits, and long division! 

We keep practicing all of our math facts, which helps us with all of these new 
skills and strategies! Many of them are excited to see their scores going up 

each week, and are noticing how practicing their math facts is helping them in 
all of their math assignments. 

Science class has us starting the year with 
life science. We’ve learned about animals, 

plants, and how they are connected. Later in 
the year we’ll focus on physical science and earth science as well. We all enjoy watching 

Mystery Doug videos and learning more about the world God has created for us!  

What a wonderful year it has been so far--I am thrilled to have the opportunity to work with 
these amazing students again, and I’m so excited to see what they will accomplish by the 
end of the year!  

Grade 4 News  
by Ms. Boettcher, Fourth Grade Teacher 

HomeLights 
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Watertown Catholic St. Henry Student Council 

W atertown Catholic was very busy this month. 
Students are creating door decorations in their 

classrooms to send to the nursing home to spruce up 
residents’ rooms. Start sending in items to be donated to 
Mary’s Room during the month of December. Mary's 
Room is a ministry of St. Paul's church in which 

members and volunteers help families 
who have young children, newborns to 
two years of age. Mary's Room provides 
diapers, clothing, car seats and other 
items. They are the recipients of next 
month’s service project. We will be 
collecting diapers and wipes. 

Fun was had by all while dressing up for 
spirit days. The halls and classrooms were 
filled with red, white, and blue in honor of 
Veterans Day and camouflage or blaze 
orange for the fall hunting season. 

December spirit days will be the traditional 
celebrations. Students will have the 

opportunity to dress in their pajamas, slippers, and bring a stuffed animal on 
Tuesday, Dec. 6. On Friday, December 16 students will celebrate Ugly 
Christmas Sweater Day. Another chance to cheer on the Packers by wearing 
Packer gear or green and gold will be when they are scheduled to play the LA 
Chargers on Monday Night Football on December 19. On Thursday, Dec. 22 the 
students will show off their best Christmas themed clothing, hats, etc. Watch 
next month's newsletter for some great pictures. 

Watertown Catholic School Sports News 

T 
he volleyball teams had their last home game on November 28th. 

In December the volleyball players will be recognized at school and 
we will share how the season went. 

Basketball registration closed on November 22, 2022. More information 
about teams and schedules will be available in next month’s newsletter. 

Watertown Catholic Athletic Board is under the direction of President 
Rob Harms. New members are always welcome, and the next meeting 
will be Wednesday, Dec.7, 2022, at 6:00 pm at Watertown Catholic-St. 
Henry Campus in the meeting room/teacher’s lounge. The Board is still 
looking for individuals to fill the roles of secretary and concession 
coordinator. Please feel free to reach out to Mrs. Harms at 
sharms@watertowncatholic.org for more information. 
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This issue was designed by Nicole 
Zimmerman. Contributors include Mrs. 
Harms, Mrs. Anderson, Ms. Boettcher, 
and Mrs. Smedema.  Thanks so much 
for your help! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Upcoming Deadline 

T he next newsletter deadline is Friday, December 16, 2022.  If there any items you 
wish to have included in the January issue, they may be emailed to Nikki Zimmerman 

at nikib@hotmail.com. In January’s issue you can expect to read about Mr. Gagliano’s 3rd 
Grade Class, and be alerted to various school updates. Stay tuned! 

(B) = St. Bernard Campus 
 
(H) = St. Henry Campus 
 
(WC) = Watertown 
Catholic School Activity 

Spirit Day:  
Christmas Theme/ 
Ugly Sweater Day 

 
Last day to submit 
school newsletter   

info to Nikki Z. 

Just for Laughs 

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

*School will resume on 
Tuesday, Jan. 3rd 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

Spirit Day:  
Christmas Color/

Themed Clothes Day 
 

Monthly Service    
Mary’s Room 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Break 

**School resumes on 
Tuesday, January 3rd 

School Mass St. H 
8:15A—Grades 8 & 4 

Athletic Association 
Meeting—St. H 

Campus 6 P 

School Mass 
St. H 

8:15A—
Grades 7 & 3 

 
Santa Store 

Q: Where does Santa hang his 

suit?  

A: In the Clause-it! 

 
 
 

Santa Store 

WC 3K-8 Christmas Concert 
St. B Church  

Dress Rehearsal  
@ 2P Concert @ 6:30P 

Spirit Day: Pajama, 
Slippers & Stuffed Animal 

Day *Note : Shoes 
needed for Gym Class. 

Q: What did the 

doctor suggest the 

gingerbread man 

do for his sore 

knee? 

A: Try icing it! 

Q: What kind of music do 

elves like best?” 

A: Wrap Music! 

        Report Cards Posted 
to FACTS 

WC Band, Choir & 
Orchestra Concert  

St. H Gym 
Dress Rehearsal  

@ 2P 
Concert @ 7P 

WC Home & School  
Meeting 6:30P 
St. H Campus 

School Mass St. H 
8:15A—Grades 6 & 2 

Spirit Day:  
Packer Day 

 

December 2022 


